BOROUGH  OF  BRACKLEY 


AI'fl'JUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  IVEDICAL  OFFICER  OP  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  TEAR  1:930' 
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BOROUG-H  OF  B.RACKLEY. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 

for  the  Year  1 950 , 


To  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  & Councillors 
of  the  Borough  of  Brackle.y\. 

iir.  llujor,  Aldeimen  A Councillors, 

I have  the  hoaoui'  to  preseiit  rny  Annual  Repoi’t  together  v/ith  that 
of  yom-  Sanitary  Inspector  foi’  tiie  year  1950,, 

The  Vital  Statistics  ai-e  satisfactory  and  compare  favourably  with 
those  for  England,  and  'dales  Infectious  diseases  have  been  few  and  no 
case  of  Poliomyelitis  has  been  recorded 

As  the  Council  have  now  taken  over  the  outdoor  swimming  bath  I 
will  be  p.leased  when  a suitable  chlorination  and  filtration  plant  is 
installed  which  I hope  v;ill  be  in  the  near  future 

Housing  is  progressing,  but  as  everyw/here  there  is  still  a 
waiting  list  and  one  hopes  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  all  vz-ill  be 
re-'housed  who  are  now  living  in  sub-standard  conditions.  When  this  is 
achieved  one  of  the  problems  of  Public  Health  will  be  solved „ 

I wish  to  express  my  thanics  to  the  Council  and  the  Officers  for  all 
the  help  they  have  gi.ven  me  dui’ing  the  year  under  review, 

I have  the  honour  to  be , 

Your  obedient  Servant 

Arthur  Lucas,  L.R.C.P, ,L,E.C.S. ,D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


Public  Health  Commit t e e , December  1 950 , 

The  Worshipful  The  13a yor,  Councilloz'  Wilfred  Ernest  Harris 
Alderman  C-  Pether,  Cliaizman,  Alderman  E.P. Humphries, 
Alderman  IRE, Ford,  CV/o.ii.cillor  W. A, Aldridge , 

Councillor  CoJfRose,  Councillor  Mrs.  P„ A. Simons, 

Councillor  H.JH-^oot,  Councillor  L.S, Coles, 

Councillor  G.CH.odges, 


If:alth  Offi cers , 

Medical  Officer  of  Health;  Arthur  Lucas,  L.R.C.P. ,L,R.C.S. ,D.P.H. 
Also  holds  appointments  of : 

Medical.  'Wficer  of  Health  for  the  Brackley  Rural  District, 

IJedi:',-'.!  Officer  of  Health  for  Daventry?"  Borough 
Ibirioal  Officer  of  Health  for  Daventry  Rural  District, 

Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Northants 
County  Council  and  Assistant  County  School  Medical  Officer 
I'Mi’thants  County  Council. 

.Sanitary  Inspector:  C.  Morgan,  M.S.I.A.  , who  also  holds 
the  appointment  of  Borough  Surveyor. 


Gpjmmarypp.f  Vital  >?tatistics , 1 950 

Area  cf  Borough,  (acre.s)  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Pc piYLaticn  , . . . , , , , , , ... 

Humber-  of  inhaoited  h.-v-i-’^j  ' cr.'l  o.^  195'9)  ... 

Rateable  Value  of  Bo.-.'c  ■•g.ii , . ...  ...  ... 

Sum  represeiircd  'by  Penny  R.itc  . . ...  ... 


1685 

2606 

794 

£13,038 

£3! 


Bxti-acts 

Live  Bit  ths : 

Legitimate,  . 
Illegitimate 


frx'o  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year, 


Males 

Females 

Total 

29 

22 

51 

1 

1 

2 

30 

23 

53 

1 . 


Totals 


\ 


I ■ .. 

) 

/ 
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Birth-rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population..,  20.3 
Still-hirths;  No  still-births  were  recorded  dm'ing  the  year. 

Male  Fem^'le  Total 

Deaths  (all  causes) , , . . , ...  ...  14  23  37 

Death-rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population...  14.2 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes 

Puei^eral  Sepsis  ...  . . . . . 

Other  Puerperal  causes  

Infant  Mortality?' ; 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  yeyr, . , 


Male 

' 1 


Death 'rate  of  infants  under  one  year: 


nil 

nil 


Female  Total 
1 2 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births...  ,,,  37.7 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  3 

Deaths  from  MeasD.es  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

Deaths  from  Y/hcoping  Goi:.gh.  „ . ...  ...  ...  nil 

Dea.ths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  . . . nil 
Deaths  from  pregnancy,  child-birth  or  abortion. . nil 


Area:  There  has  been  no  change  in  the  area  of  the  Borough  vdiich 
remains  at  l683  acres. 

Population:  The  resident  mid-year  population  as  estimated  by  the 
Registrar-General  was  2,606  and  the  Vital  Statistics  are  based  on  this 
figure.  The  population  for  1949  was  estimated  at  2,598.  The  natural 
increase  in  popiilation,  that  is,  the  increase  of  births  over  deaths 
was  l6  persons. 

Deaths : The  total  number  of  deaths  assigned  to  the  Borough  by  the 
Registrar-General  after  adjusting  for  inward  and  outvirard  transferable 
deaths  was  37.  The  death-rate  based  on  the  mid-year  estimated 
population  was  14.2  as  compared  with  12.01  for  the  Administrative 
County  and  11.60  for  England  and  Wales. 

■ A table  giving  the  list  of  the  causes  of  death  classified  under 
the  thirty-sir  causes  is  given  on  page  3. 

Births : The  number  of  births  which  occurred  during  the  year  under 
review  was  53.  This  gives  a' birth-rate  of  20.34  as  compared  with 
15.71  for  the  County  and  15. -.80  for  England  and  ¥/ales. 

Infant  Mortality : --  The  number  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  who 
died  dur-ing  the  year  wa.y  2,  (l  male  and  1 female).  This  gives  an 
infant  mortality  rats  of  37.7  as  compared  with  29.53  for  the  County 
and  29. -8C  foi-  Engla.nd  and  Wades. 

Maternal  MortaD.ity:  It  is  gratifying  to  record  that  no  death  occurred 
from  causes  associated  with  child-birth. 

A table  showing  the  hirth-rate,  death-rate  and  infant  mortality  rate 
for  the  Borough,  the  administrative  Ooirnty  of  Northamptonshire  and 
England  and  ?/ales  for  tho  past  five'  years  is  given  on  page  4. 
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Ref^istered  Causes  of  Death 


Causes 

Male 

Female 

>-  - 

Total 

1 Tuberculosis,  respiratory, . , ... 

1 

1 

2 Tuberculosis,  other  forms,.,  ... 

- 

- 

- 

3 S3^hilitic  disease , 

- 

- 

- 

4 . DiJphtheria  ...  

- 

- 

- 

5 Whooping  Cough. , ...  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

6 Meningococcal  infections  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

7 Acute  Policin;>’'elitis . , . ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

8 Measles ...  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

9 Other  infective  S-  narasitir.  diseases 

- 

- 

- 

10  Malignant  neoplas’n.  rtom-.r.-ji 

- 

- 

- 

11  Malignant  neoplauE,  ivj'g,  ta'V'nchus 

- 

- 

- 

12  Malignant  neoplasm,  toreas t..  ... 

- 

1 

1 

13  Malignant  neoplasm,  \itcrus . . ... 

- 

- 

- 

14  Other  malignant  & lymphatic  neoplasms 

2 

- 

2 

15  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  

- 

- 

- 

i6  Diabetes 

- 

- 

- 

i17  Vascular’  lesions  of  nervous  system 

1 

3 

4 

jl8  Coronary  disease,  angina  ...  ... 

2 

2 

4 

jl9  Hypertension  with  heart  disease... 

- 

1 

1 

'■20  Other  heart  disease 

1 

8 

9 

i 

21  Other  circulatory  disease...  ... 

- 

2 

2 

22  Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

23  Pneumonia  . . , . . ...  ... 

1 

- 

1 

j 24  Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ... 

- 

1 

1 

j 25  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  S3''stem 

- 

- 

- 

1 26  Ulcer  of  stomaoh  Si  ducdeniirn 

1 

- 

1 

j 27  Gastritis,  entoriti.s  ic  diarrhoea.. 

- 

- 

- 

1 28  Nepharitis  cc  n-ephicsls  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

1 29  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

i 30  Pregancy,  childbirth , abortion  . . , 

1 

- 

- 

- 

3 1 Congenital  malf orma t ions 

- 

- 

- 

32  other  defined  & ill-defined  diseases 

4 

4 

8 

33  Motor  vehicle  accidents  

1 

- 

1 

, 34  All  other  accidents 

- 

1 

1 

35  Suicide 

t- 

- 

36  Homicide  & operations  of  v/ar 

- 

- 

- 

All  causes  ...  ...  ...  ... 

14 

23 

37 

3 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b28943983 
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SECTION  B 

^ ICION'':  ME  m-^ALTH  SERVICE. 

Laboratory  Facili ; All  patA.>luf;,it!al  specimens  and  sairp>les  of  water 
are  sent  for  examination  to  the  Emergency  Public  Health  Laboratory  at 
Oxford 

Ambulance  Sei^vice.  Infectious  disease  cases  are  removed  if  necessary  to 
the  Isolation  Ilispitol.  at  horthiunoton, 

Eor  the  iinnoral.  'c-o  I-Iospitall  of  si'rgi.cal  and  non-infectious  cases 
the  St,  Joj'.r,  Ambnlanoo  Erlgal^:  larvice  is  available  and  is  maintained 
under  contras  b v;ith  the  riospitoJ.  arLohorities.  The  service  which  is 
available  by  day  or  night  is  ^hnee  and  is  a great  asset  to  the  Area. 

Trea'f^eny  03iitrey_nnd_C.[2-''^-'' -S  : The  infant  ?/elf are  Clinic  continued  to 

operate  ■lu/’ing  the  year  under  review  ai'd  sessions  are  held  every  second 
Thursday  Lr.  each  month,  C)j.‘tho;p3ed;lo  Clinics  were  held  during  the  year. 
Ante-naval  C.linics  ar-e  held  on  the  first  Y/ednesday  every  month. 


SECTICN  C 

lANIfATTV  OQC'IAlllfl.'fS  0?  THE  DISTRICT. 

^ t Supply ; T.T.vir.g  tiis  ■■a'j.;.'  tiie  no.ter  supply  was  sufficient  in  quantity 
ard  cf  a ii.lgh  Lacieri oloy'.oai  r-i'-anoard.  The  supply  is  from  two  deep  wells 
with  'lb  In.oh  brxe-ho-e;'  the  hattcm  of  each.  Two  submersible  electric 
rumps  and  cn  oil  pumo  a::v  o„ocl  :.'p.:i,se  the  water  to  two  storage  tanks 
of  180,000  gallons  anl  n yjh'J  cyallrns  caTacity  respectively.  The  supply 
was  not  cut  rff  du'rlrg  ;',rj.y  cf  ■'he  year.  Vifith  the  exception  of  two 

outlaying  fa^ms  in  the  o,rcra  ola.  -premises  are  connected  to  "the  mains. 

Samples  of  ■V'-ate'c  fr.n-'iA  creol  f'vn  examination  showed  that  it  was  of  a 
high  bacteriological  stariJ.ard. 

Sewage  Disposal  : The  oev/age  disiposal  works  comprising  two  filter  beds, 
sedimentation  ta.nks,  sludge  lo.o>;cons  and  electrical  plant  for  lifting  the 
level  of  one  outfall  sev/er  ;on'i'lnued  to  function  satisfactorily.  The 
system  of  sewers  rcirprl-e  6"^  fv'n  1?.”  and  15"  a'nd  with  the  exception  of 
eighteen  houeet  in  oublay:;ng  pan.-ts  of  the  dictidct  vrhich  are  below  the 
sewer  level,  e.1.1  px-emiceu  are  c-n'iinec^ted  +o  the  system. 

-ud  ll-neymog  No  <-;cro;cJ  airats  wore  received  regarding  the  pollution 
of  the  Liver  Cura  into  ■T'rhich  thae  effluent  from  the  sewage  disposal  works 
discharges. 

Camping  Sites;  There  are  no  cajnping  sites  in  the  Borough. 

Smoke  Abatemen-b;  No  action  was  fo'und  to  be  necessary  in  connection  v/ith 
smoke  abatement . 


4, 


I 


kh 


FuT^lic  Cleansing;-  House  refuse  is  collected  weekly  by  direct  labour 
using  a two-ton  truck  for  the  purpose.  The  refuse  tip  is  far  removed 
from  residences  and  no  nuisance  was  caused;  the  tip  is  regularly 
treated  for  the  ..destruction  of  rats. 

During  the  year  the  Committee  lodged  an  order  for  a"Bantam" 
refuse  collecting  vehicle  but  it  was  not  delivered  by  the  end  of  the 
year. 

Swimming  Bath:  The  Public  Swimming  pool  v/as  in  use  during  the  year  and 
was  filled  with  water  from  the  Council’s  mains.  As  I have  previously 
stated  in  the  Report,  I shall  be  glad  to  see  the  installation  of  a 
chlorination  and  filtration  plant  in  the  near  future. 

Summary  of  Sanitary  Inspections . 


Nuijiiber  of  visits  and  inspections 

Visits  to  G'Overnment  Slaughter-house 160 

Number  of  inspections  of  butohers’  shops  18 

Number  of  meat  hg.Abers'  va.us  inspected  ...  ,,,  1 

Number  of  -viEir.o  to  bakeho’’.s3s  ...  8 

Number  of  di-air.,-  ■’b-;a:.cd  15 

Nunber  of  premise- s isin.restod  ,,,  ...  1 


Housing. 

1.  Inspection  of  dw'elling-houses  dixring  the  year:- 

(1)  (a)  Total  nmber  of  dv/elling  houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  and 

Housing  Acts) 5A- 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose.,,  65 

(2)  ( a)  Nimiber  of  dwelling  houses  included  under  sub- 
head (1)  above,  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations 

1925  and  1932  

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation, . . 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation. . . ...  , , , 25 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  v/ithout  service  of  formal 

notices:- 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 

consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority 

or  their  officer  24 

3.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts:- 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices ;- 

(a)  By  owners  1 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners 


During  the  year  24  new  Coimicil  houses  were  completed  and  occupied 
bringing  the  total  number  completed  since  the  War  to  6O,  The  third 
programme  of  AD  "Gregory  Plats”  was  commenced  during  the  year  but  none 
were  completed  by  the  end  of  1950. 


Inspection  and  S^Jpervision  of  Food, 

Milk  Supply;  The  nmber  of  milk  retailers  in  the  Borough  is  2.  Saiiples 
of  milk  taJcen  and  submitted  for  examination  by  the  methylene  blue  test 
showed  that  they  were  satisfactory. 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  Premises  used  for  the  manufacture  or 
preparation  of  preserved  foods  were  regularly  inspected  and  found  to 
be  kept  in  a cleanly  condition. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods:  The  Government  Slaughter-house  continued  to 
function  during  the  year.  The  numbers  of  animals  slaughtered  v/ere  as 
follows;  720  cattle,  2,01^;  417  calves  and  71  pigs.  Upon  inspection 
meat  and  offal  weighing  5 tons  11  cwts,  3 irs„  21  lbs.  were  found  to 
be  diseased,  vinfit  for  consumption  and  were  voluntarily  surrendered. 
Diseased  meat  and  offal  were  collected  by  a reputable  merchant  for 
further  utilisation. 


The  following  imsound  foods  txxffs  were 
during  the  year;- 

Her rings  (wet) 

Cheese  

Tin  milk  ....  ... 

Sardines  ...  ... 

Tomatc-js  , , . ... 

Selm^n  ('wot'; 
v oa,-'..  ci  lorn  Ga..,.ajitiine . . . 


De'Ot  a.' 
Poik  s. 


iv-n:  Ko].l 

•iAcS 


Danish  Pork 
Tinned  Haro. 


also  voluntarily  surrendered 

...  49  IDs. 

...  116-^  lbs 

...  29  tins 

...  4 tins 

...  1 tin 

...  16  lbs 

39  IDs 
...  8 IDs 

. , , 24  IDs 

...  26  tins. 

...  19ilDs. 


Infectious  Disease . 


The  following  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  reportef  during 
the  year;- 

Pneumonia ...  1 

Measles  ...  ...  15 

Whooping  Cough  ...  10 

There  was  one  death  from  Pneumonia. 


TubercrJ-Osis 

Two  new  cases  of  Piolmonary  TuDerciilosis  were  reported  during  the 
year.  One  case  of  Pulmonary  was  reported  as  cured  and  there  was  one 
inward  transfer.  One  death  fx'om  pulmonary  tuberculosis  occurred.  The 
nvunDer  of  cases  remaining  on  the  Register  at,  the  end  of  the  year  is 
as  follows : - 


Males.  Females . Total 


Pulmonary. 

0 • « 

• « • 

2 

§ 

8 

Non-Pulraonary 

« • • 

3 

1 



Totals 

, . . 

• fi  • 

5 

7 

12 

pP-Diss . 

No  case  of  scabies  was  reported  during  the  year. 

of  D3.mage  by  Posts  Act.  1949. 

Three  premises  were  sro-P;cd  for  rab  infestation  by  the  part-time 
operator  in  the  employ  of  the  Coimcil.  Good  results  are  obtained  with 
sausage  rusk  and  zinc  phosphide. 
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